Sclerodermia.-Sir ERNEST GRAHAM-LITTLE, M.D. Patient, female, aged 24, suffering from a very extensive sclerodermia affecting the greater part of the surface of the body and limbs. There is extreme emaciation owing to contraction of the affected skin over the bones, and the left leg has become permanently flexed at the knee-joint, almost at a right angle to the thigh. She showed extensive septic intoxications of the antrum and the bowel, with Streptococcuts viridans. The disease has lasted for six years and is causing a progressive deformity.
The patient is a woman, aged 45, with extremely numerous superficial excoriations scattered almost over the whole surface of the body which can be reached by the hands, and it is remarkable how far she has in fact been able to mutilate herself by scratching. She would seem to be ambidextrous, and at any rate can produce lesions of nearly equal severity by both hands. She has a general pruritus, the cause of which is rather obscure and which has persisted for twelve years. She had an early menopause tlhree years ago, and has always been a highly nervous person. She is, at the present time, under the care of my colleague, Dr. Gosse, on account of neurasthenia. She had a floating kidney removed some years ago; the operation scar is seen on the right side.
Postscript.-Since the meeting the patient has been *taken into St. Mary's Hospital and it has been established that she produces the lesions herself by digging out from the skin with her nails what she calls a "worm-like" body, but which is really a portion of the epidermis. There are numerous scars resulting from previous excoriations, as well as extensively-distributed fresh lesions in an active condition. Under treatment, which has consisted simply in securing the hands so that she cannot scratch herself, and in giving nerve sedatives, the condition has greatly improved. There are no fresh lesions since she has been in the hospital and the excoriations have healed completely, but she still complains of intense general itching.
